
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

JANUARY
Wednesday, 

January 13, 2016
Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

Adventures begin with close friends, a trunk full  of fishing gear, and laughter.

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

JANUARY 2016

JANUARY DFC CLUB MEETING...

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
FEBRUARY 10, 2016

President's Drift                                                                                                 Gentry Smith  • January 2016

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,  
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Start the new year off by joining all of us DFC Trout 
Bums with guest speaker- Jason Ostrander, owner/
guide of Grey Reef Anglers, WY. Jason will bring us a net 
full of fishing experiences to talk about!
See page back page of this issue for additional info- 
Grey Reef Anglers

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. I’m grateful for having spent 
this time surrounded by family and friends… and for getting an unexpected fish-
ing trip in amidst the holiday festivities (chaos?). While visiting Ohio, I got invited 
by friends to fish a private section of the Mad River.
    Now, it’s January and we’re supposed to reassess our busy lives and think about 
what we want to accomplish in the New Year. If your 2016 goals involve fishing 
new water, catching a different species, learning to tie your own flies, building 
your own rod, or simply improving your casting skills, Desert Fly Casters is here 
to help. Our 2016 schedule is already jam-packed with education events and club 

outings; starting with beginning fly tying classes, monthly casting meetups, and the DFC Casting Games 
in January. Be sure to look for more information regarding these exciting classes and events throughout 
this newsletter.
     One of my personal goals for 2016 is to manage the club with the same level of enthusiasm and excel-
lence as outgoing president, Joe Staller. I believe I speak for everyone when I say we’re thankful for his 
tireless dedication to our organization. Luckily, Joe’s not going far, since he’ll be absorbing the role of 
Club Outing Director in 2016. On a similar note, I’d like to thank outgoing board members, Mike and 
Harriet Georgopapadakos, for their years of service to the club and welcome aboard several new and 
familiar faces to the board for the exciting year ahead.
     Desert Fly Casters is a 100% nonprofit organization and, as such, all of our board members are hard-
working volunteers. All of the money we raise goes back into the club to fund our monthly speakers, 
education classes, club outings, etc. Additionally, we provide funding and volunteer resources to local 
nonprofit conservation and outreach groups that strengthen our local fly fishing community. We couldn’t 
accomplish these items without the participation and support of our general membership. So, here’s a 
toast to YOU and another year filled with adventure, comradery, and new fish stories! 
Cheers, 
Gentry Smith

My fishing the MAD RIVER experience...Gentry
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

TIGER TROUT ARE COMING TO TOWN

Wondering where to catch some unique trout species? 
Try Arizona. Tiger trout are being raised at the Tonto 
Creek Hatchery near Payson, Ariz., and are scheduled 
to be stocked into select Arizona high country waters 
this spring

Soon, rising to the surface at the end of some Arizona 
anglers’ lines, will be trout with wild and wavy patterns 
- almost like a tiger.
   For the first time in Arizona, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department will be stocking tiger trout, adding 
an additional opportunity to your Arizona trout fish-
ing menu.
    Scheduled to be stocked in late April or early May, 
the tiger trout is a brown-brook trout hybrid, and as 
a result of this forced hybrid cross, will be unable to 

The Department acquired around 18,000 tiger trout 
fingerlings at no cost (besides gas costs used to pick 
them up) from Utah Division of WIldlife Resourc-
es this past July. The trout are being reared at the Tonto 
Creek Hatchery.
    The Department plans on stocking the trout into 
the following Mogollon Rim/White Mountains lakes: 

At Woods and Willow Springs, where higher numbers of tiger trout are expected 
to be stocked,  the standard six trout aggregate bag limit applies. (Bait is allowed.)

“From what I’ve read, people typically fly fish for tiger trout and 
they’re pretty aggressive,” said Mike Lopez, the Department’s Pi-
netop region Fish Program Manager. “They’re probably more like 
a brown, so lures and flies should work well. – something imitating 
a small fish.”
In other words, when it comes to angling action, “they’re grrrrreat.”

reproduce. Typically as tiger trout grow — by spring 
these stockers will average about 10 inches in total 
length — their wormy patterns become more pro-
nounced.
    But don’t wait until then — this is still an ideal time 
of the year to trout fish in Arizona, especially at our 
Community Fishing Program waters.
   So grab a fishing license online if you need ’em (pur-
chases helps conserve all wildlife for the future), and 
entice some trout to bite.

Becker, Carnero, Willow Springs and Woods Canyon.
Special regulations apply at Becker and Carnero: arti-
ficial lure and fly (single barbless hooks) only and, at 
Carnero, a two trout daily bag limit.
   It is catch-and-release only at Becker.

Where Arizona trout anglers can tame the tigers

How to catch tiger trout

Woods Canyon Lake near Payson, Arizona, will be one 
lake to receive tiger trout beginning in late spring or early 
May.

Editor's Note: This is directly from: FISH AZ BLOG- Article dated: December 22, 2015 -
suggested by our DFC Trout Bum buddy: Chralie Rosser. Thanx- R. McKeon/Editor



FLY TYING CORNER
I am back (in Arizona). Fly Tying 

corner is back but still not planning to 
hold sessions until January. Holidays 

tend to get in the way. Although, I 
night be persuaded to show up at 

Bass Pro to tie on a night or two be-
fore the January get together. Call or 
email if you are interested in meeting 
for short session. Be warned, you may 

have to endure stories on pet fish in 
back yard.   

If you have questions you can con-
tact me by email 

(harrn7963@aol.com) 
or phone 480-735-9743

MATCHING THE HATCH
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Accurate fly casting will greatly improve your angling ability, so don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to work with the some of the best fly casting instructors in the valley. 
Event highlights:
• Beginning casting instruction  •  Intermediate casting instruction 
• Tournament casting instruction  •  Two-handed / Spey casting instruction

Next event Date: Saturday • January 9, 2016
Event Time: 9am – noon  |   Event Cost: This is a free event
Event Location:  Grenada Park  -  6505 N 20th St.  -  Phoenix, AZ 85016 
Items to bring:
• Sunglasses/eyeglasses  •  Hat   •  Sunscreen   •   Drinking water •  Fly rod/reel/line/leader
Event Host: Larry Allen, IFFF Master Casting Instructor   •  Contact Email: flatsman@cox.net
Please RSVP   to flatsman@cox.net and include “RSCC Fly Casting” in the subject line.

RIO SALADO CASTING CLUB MEETUP 
(Note: January meetup at Grenada Park, Phoenix AZ)
Looking to improve your fly casting skills?
Desert Fly Casters (www.DesertFlyCasters.com) is partnering with the Rio Salado 
Casting Club (RSCC) to host an ongoing series of free fly casting events, alternating 
between Gilbert’s McQueen Park and Phoenix’s Grenada Park. International Fly Fish-
ing Federation (IFFF) Certified Fly Casting Instructors will be on hand to work with 
casters of all skill levels—beginners, intermediate and advanced casters are all wel-
come to attend this informal casting meetup.

Membership Drive begins for 2016
Membership Drive is on!

It’s time to renew your annual membership.   Support our club activities for the next year for only 
$35.  If you prefer a mailed newsletter there is an additional cost of $10.  As an incentive there will 
be a special 9 foot 8 weight 4 piece fly rod to be raffled off at the April meeting. A Dave Weaver 
custom cork grip and a contemporary reel seat will catch your eye. This is a power rod that you will al-
low you to cast 10-20 ft farther than you might normally cast. Renew in December - two tickets for 
the raffle.  Renew in January or later - one ticket for the raffle.  You can renew at the December 
meeting or by mail at Desert Fly Casters, PO Box 6404, Chandler, AZ 85246-6404.  If you have any 
questions call me (Dave Weaver) at 480-495-2983 or catch me at: dweaver16@cox.net.

RSCC

  Grenada Park  •  RSCC MeetUp XCross street  & location:
51 and E. Glendale Ave. to 
N 20th Street follow N. 20th 
south and leads into park.
Dead ends into E. Maryland 
Ave....Turn left-  find a place 
to park on Maryland look for 
us up near lake as marked.
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It is time for another beginning tying class.  We hold a class at least once a 
year – more often if there is enough interest. The dates for the next class 
are Tuesday and Thursday nights of January 19th through the 28th 
from 6:30pm to 8:30 pm. 
The Location is: McQueen Community Center.  Address is: 510 N. Horne St. Gilbert, AZ 85233
The class is structured to teach the basics of fly tying that allow you to tie almost any fly you find in 
a book or magazine (well maybe not Atlantic Salmon flies). We will cover tools, materials and tying 
methods. You will tie 8 different patterns starting with the Wooly bugger and ending with Elk Hair 
Caddis and Adams with a variety of nymphs in between. 
COST: There is no cost to members. For non-members $35 will get you into the class and membership 
for 2016. Please note, there will be a deposit to borrow equipment. You can bring your tools or the 
club will check a set out to you for the duration of the class.
Please sign up at the meeting or call to get on the list. This allows us make sure to have enough 
copies of handouts and tools. The club will provide material for flies tied during the class. Bring your 
equipment or the club will check a set out to use and take home during the class. Best of all it is free 
to members.
For those interested, sign-up at the meeting or contact Tom at 602.768.7280. If you can’t make this 
dates let us know, we will arrange a class any time there are 3 or more interested people and can 
agree on common schedule.
I look forward to the 4 classes and the joy that beginning fly tying brings to those who catch their 
first fish on a fly that they have tied. 
Tom Horvath
Tom Horvath <mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com>

Beginning 
Fly Tying Classes 
starting...
in January
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DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
FEBRUARY 10, 2016

For those new to the club this raffle is different than the monthly raffle.  There will be 
General Raffle items displayed on the tables.  Each item will have a corresponding cup.  
You will walk around the room to review all the raffle items and drop your tickets in the 
cups for items you want to bid on.  When the raffle starts one ticket will be drawn from 
each cup and the lucky winner of that item will be announced.  You can place as many 
tickets into one cup as you wish, depends on how bad you want to win that item.
    Several ways you can identify your raffle tickets. When you purchase your raffle tick-
ets if you want you will be assigned a unique number that will be used for the evening. 
You will write your unique number on “ALL” your tickets.  If you wish you can write your 
name or initials on each ticket or you can use an ink stamp with your name to identify 
your tickets. When the raffle starts we will call out the unique number or name on the 
winning tickets.  As always no bent tickets or mailing labels on any ticket.  Any bent 
ticket or tickets with a mailing label will be thrown out.  
    There will be General Raffle Tickets for the General Raffle items. Ticket prices are as 
below.   For each $25, $50 and $100 package of General Raffle Tickets you purchase you 
will receive a $25, $50 and $100 Special Raffle Ticket.  These Special Raffle Tickets are for 
Special Raffle items on the table next to the window where you buy your tickets.  You 
will place these Special Raffle Tickets into the cups on this table.

The Higher Dollar pack of General Raffle Tickets you buy the more 
additional  General Raffle Tickets you get.

    The General Raffle will have many fly fishing items (rods, reels, fly lines, fly boxes filled 
with flies, a pontoon, a float tube, gift certificates and other items) plus lots of other 
items.
    The $25, $50 and $100 Special Raffle Tickets will all have special raffle items. The $25 
Special Raffle Tickets will have 3 winners, the $50 Special Raffle Tickets will have 3 win-
ners and the $100 Special Raffle Tickets will have 2 winners (one of the items will be a 
fly rod and reel)  
    We will also be selling playing cards.  Each card cost $10.  There will be a fly rod with 
reel for the lucky winner.  
    There will also be a 50/50 raffle, 5 tickets for $5.  The winner will get 50% of the money 
collected. Last year’s winner won $160.  Just think this could pay for the raffle tickets 
you purchased.
And don’t forget the food.  This is a pot-luck like you have never seen.  Your board will 
provide the meat - Turkey, ham, ribs, and smoked Salmon spread for an appetizer.  Mem-
bers with last name beginning A – F bring a dessert to share and G - Z brings a side to share.
    Don’t forget the banquet is held at a different place than the monthly meeting.  It 
will be at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 644 E. Chandler Blvd, north side of the road 
between Arizona Ave and McQueen. 
    If you have item to donate bring it to the January meeting or give me a call or e-mail 
me. Hope to see you on Weds Feb 10 for the banquet.

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET/RAFFLE 
Wednesday •  February 10, 2016

$1 – 1 General Raffle Ticket
$5 – 6 General Raffle Tickets
$25 - 30 General Raffle Tickets
        1 $25 Special Raffle Ticket   
$50 - 70 General Raffle Tickets
        2 $25 Special Raffle Tickets 
        1 $50 Special Raffle Ticket 
 $100 – 160 General Raffle Tickets 
         4 $25 Special Raffle Tickets 
         2 $50 Special Raffle Tickets
         1 $100 Special Raffle Ticket

QUESTIONS & ADDITIONAL 
INFO? Catch me, Charlie at:

Charlie Rosser
chasr123@cox.net

480-586-7163
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by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond, 
"The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy", is 
co-owner of Best 
Hardware in Apache 
Junction, AZ.  He 
is an enthusiastic, 
caffeniated, fly 
fisher in search of a 
really good cookie.  
His fly fishing stories 
are published on 
the web, in local 
newspapers and 
magazines.  His 
stories tangle fam-
ily, friends, and fly 
lines.

Most of us joined the fly club expecting 
to improve our fly fishing knowledge, 
learn how to tie flies, build a rod, cast 
better, find new places to fish, and meet 
new people to fish with. You may have 
a buddy or two that you already fish 
with, but I find the need to grow the 
list of friends that I call to go fish. I have 
expanded on my original thought of 
learning how to catch trout, and I am 
more open to the idea of any fish any-
where. If you are going to spend a large 
amount of time on the water, traveling 
near and far, to catch as many different 
fish as you can, and then release them, 
you need a a good co- conspirator on 
your travels. First don’t limit yourself to 
one fishing buddy, you will need many 
over the long haul. Situations change, 
jobs change, and as much as I enjoy 
fishing with some of the same buddies 
they can’t always fish where and when 
I want to fish. I am always on the look-
out for new fly fishing buddies. Here are 
some qualities that I find important in 
selecting, and being a quality fly fishing 
buddy.
     I started fishing with family, and 
some of my best trips have been fam-
ily fishing trips. I am lucky to have fam-
ily to fish with, but I want to fish more 
often than the once a year family vaca-
tion. Here are some qualifications, in no 
particular order, for making my fly fish-
ing buddy call list.
     Being punctual, (if not a bit early). 
Fly fishing time is scarce so this is a 

or no maintenance. A novice fly fisher is 
fun to fish with also, especially if they 
are willing to learn some knots, and 
techniques. No one knows it all, and 
anyone who knows anything about fly 
fishing has had much mentoring along 
the way.
    To weasel your way onto some of 
the better side trips you may need to 
be the instigator, and do some of the 
heavy lifting, and planning. It’s easier to 
get followers if you have a well thought 
out plan. Don’t be disappointed if you 
come up with a great fishing plan and 
few people can join you. Timing is ev-
erything. Small trips are more manage-
able, and if you have 2, 3, or 4 in the 
group, that is an ideal size. I have a fish-
ing buddy in Colorado that keeps invit-
ing me up to use the private river water 
that he has access to. The normal fee is 
$400 per day and we can use it for free. 
I have not been able to schedule a trip 
to visit this buddy. Work is the curse of 
the fishing class!
   Living here in Valley of the Sun we 
have many fishable days, my sugges-
tion is to plan a simple day fly fishing 
trip and invite a potential buddy to 
go along. Even better if it is someone 
that you have never fished with before. 
Hope to see you on the water soon! 
Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy” can be reached at Best 
Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache 
Junction, AZ, vince@ajbest.com and at 
480 982 7461.

highly prized quality. Along with being 
punctual, is not bailing out at the last 
moment, or having drama that distracts 
from the fishing experience. I try to be 
ready for the spontaneous trip, I keep a 
saltwater and a freshwater bag packed.
No sniveling. Being able to roll with 
whatever mother nature tosses your 
way. Travel complications and calami-
ties happen along the way, and some-
times you need to be the good sport.
   Being enthusiastic about the trip 
is appreciated. Sharing responsibili-
ties for planning, checking on fishing 
conditions, weather, setting up camp, 
breaking down camp, being the camp 
cook, or driving are all mundane chores 
that don’t need to fall on one person. 
Staying in the conversation by email or 
phone is another way to enjoy the pre 
trip, then sharing pictures and com-
ments at the end are a good way to 
close.
      Paying your share of the trip expense 
is important. Make sure the guy that is 
driving, providing the boat, has storage 
fees, extra insurance expense, camper, 
etc. is covered for his expenses. A part-
ner that brings something extra to an 
outing is desirable. One of my fishing 
buddie’s spouse always sends home-
made cookies on our longer trips. You 
can bet he gets called regularly. Paying 
your share of the trip is always impor-
tant to a cheap skate like me.
     Knowledgeable fly fishers are always 
desirable to fish with, they require little 

BECOMING A GOOD FLY FISHING BUDDY
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Most of my fishing is done by reading books....
I’ve always been fascinated with small crafts-...those personal crafts i.e. canoes, punts to name a few. When the kids 
were growing up I had a small 12 footer and 4 HP Merc. boy we fun together. When I got serious about trout fishing 
I always ran into a few enthusiasts who had the kick boats or fancy belly boat. Here once again, I dug around in my 
old magazine file I had squirreled away in a tin box and buried near the well in my back yard here in Phoenix. After 
blowing the dust and dirt away came upon a brilliant find from 1903. This was before the modern kick/belly boats 
of today. The CORACLE...a handy little personal craft in its day...and still in use even now. 
Let's paddle back in time...Enjoy a time when the angler fished from a Coracle.
Bob McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, Head Wrangler of Stuff, Stay at Home Fly Fisherman.
Questions/Comments? Catch me at: rmckeon2@cox.net

WHEN fishing over large expanses of water, such as lakes, lochs, and wide rivers, fish can only 
be approached by means of some kind of boat. In most cases this implies a boatman, sometimes 
two; thus it may be that to effect the capture of one fish, the combined efforts of three men are 
required, a proceeding that sounds unfair to the fish. Though not actually unsportsmanlike, yet, in 
my estimation, the system falls short of ideal boat-angling. When, however, the angler in his own 
person undertakes the entire responsibility, that is to say "paddles his own canoe" whilst fishing at 
the same time, then there is no question as to the equality of the contest, and in consequence the 
sport is more satisfactory. Such kind of angling can only be effectively achieved by the aid of a queer 
little vessel known as the coracle.
      The Welsh coracle is essentially a craft which when used for fishing purposes admits of no 
assistant boatman, though at a pinch a passenger may be safely ferried across a river. Anyone ac-
customed to this cockleshell of a boat has an immense advantage when fishing deep water overhung 
by bushes. Before proceeding, however, I will give a short description of the bark itself. In form 
and shape it resembles the half of a walnut shell; add to this a strip of wood across it from side to 
side, and there you have almost an exact model. To propel it a narrow, single-bladed paddle is used. 
      The coracle is the simplest form of boat conceivable; and yet, for the purposes to which it is 
put, nothing can possibly serve better. I should say, without doubt, the coracle was the "common 
stock" from which all other vessels have evolved. It is the boat of the ancient Briton, who, we are 
told, stretched the skins of beasts over the framework, which no doubt answered just as well as the 
tarred canvas now in use.
      The coracle is made and used almost exclusively in Wales and the bordering country ; the Irish 
boat (currach- ED.) of this name, though equally primitive, is of totally different form. There are 
many, including anglers, who have never seen or even heard of a coracle, so that its use in connec-
tion with the fly rod is by no means generally understood; indeed, those who practice this sort of 
fishing are few and far between. Having the advantage of many years' coracling experience, an ac-
count of the method of proceeding may therefore be of interest.
       At first sight one wonders how such a primitive and 
apparently unsafe boat can have survived; but the reason of 
its existence is easily understood when observing a couple 
of these little crafts, manned by natives, and at work on 
rivers such as the Towy and Teifi in South Wales. They may 
be seen floating down stream in pairs, and for the moment 
the uninitiated observer is at a loss to know what they are 
about; but on closer inspection each man is seen holding 
a line whilst paddling with his disengaged arm. This line, 
connecting the two coracles, supports a net, which sweeps 
the bottom of the river in the form of a crescent, and woe 
to Sahno salar when its deadly meshes encircle him. Many 
salmon and sewen are captured in this way, and I am bound to say that if any kind of netting can be 
classed as sport, this is out and out the most sporting method.
    When the art of navigating the craft has been thoroughly mastered and the angler wishes to make 
his start, it will be necessary to fit up the vessel for the purpose, and among other things an anchor 
must be procured. When first beginning this business I used a three-pronged iron grapple, but 
experience taught me that this was far from being the right thing. It failed in many ways. In rapids 
it was positively dangerous; suddenly I would find myself  "held up" when least expected, and at 
such times shipwreck was often imminent. A good-size stone, say from six to eight pounds' weight, 
according to strength of current, proved in every way a far superior contrivance. This anchor stone 
should be of a shape that admits of being bound round with string, and a loop left to which the 
anchor line can be attached; when put into the water the string tightens up and all is secure. The 
anchor line should be of strong though slender rope from fifteen to twenty feet long, and the end 
made fast to the rail or board which supports the seat of the coracle. The slack can be coiled, figure 
of eight fashion, on to two pegs fitting into holes a few inches apart drilled through the seat on 
the left-hand side. It will be found that the holding power of this sliding anchor depends upon the 
length of line out. The angler when in position for fishing should so arrange that the hold is just 
sufficient to keep the coracle stationary, and no more; thus, when he has fished the water in front 

THE CORACLE 
& THE ANGLER
By C. Bingham Newland 
Badminton Magazine/Fishing Excerpts
January 1903

In 1974 a Welsh coracle piloted by Bernard Thomas (1923-
2014) of Llechryd crossed the English Channel to France in 
13½ hours. The journey was undertaken to demonstrate 
how the Bull Boats of the Mandan Indians of North Dakota 
could have been copied from coracles introduced by Prince 
Madog in the 12th century.

Side note:
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and around him, and wishes to drop down lower, he has only to pull gently 
once or twice on the line and let go; this is done with the left hand, the 
right being engaged with the rod. If the rope be found to bear too much 
from the side of the coracle, a crutch may be fixed nearer the stern and the 
line passed over it; this insures a correct position, viz., face down stream. 
The longer the rope the greater the holding power, and vice versa. When 
there is much wind it is better to have a heavy stone and short line, but in 
a gale of wind this kind of fishing should be abandoned; not on account 
of danger, but because the coracle presents so much "free board" that it 
becomes unmanageable, and therefore to persist is only to waste time and 
temper. When stones of the proper shape and size are not at hand, two 
or more small ones may be tied together in the way described. One great 
advantage in using stones is that when at the end of the beat they can be 
thrown away.
      The sort of water where the coracle comes in so useful is when the river 
runs into long deep stretches, overhung by steep rocks or trees, and though 
shallower on one side, it may still be too deep for wading. Every inch of 
such water can be tried, and what is more, fished quietly, without splash 
of oars or disturbance of any kind. In imagination, then, let us proceed 
to fish it. First we must see that everything required is present and put 
inboard. The holding capacity of a coracle is enormous; indeed, another 
advantage of this mode of angling is that there is nothing to carry. I might 
suggest that a spare paddle is a great safeguard, and may be the means 
of saving the sportsman 
from an awkward pre-
dicament. All that is 
wanted is a child's 
wooden spade, which 
should be kept perma-
nently tied up to the 
rail before described; in 
case of emergency this 
can be cut away, and 
with a few "digs" the fu-
gitive paddle overtaken 
and captured. When the angler's hands are engaged with several things at 
once, nothing is easier than for the paddle to slip overboard. On several 
occasions I have been reduced to paddling ashore with my hands only, 
much in the same fashion as a water spider progresses, though at a slower 
rate of speed. If rapids or breakers chance to be ahead one is powerless to 
do anything.

      When fishing a river where 
a coracle would have proved in-
valuable and that useful adjunct 
has not been forthcoming, I have 
had sensations such as I should 
imagine a snail might feel if de-
prived of its shell. Indeed, that 
shell has infinite possibilities; to 
wit, should a hail-storm or heavy 
shower threaten the angler, 
he has only to tilt the coracle 
against a bank supported by the 

paddle, and there he sits as snug as the proverbial bug. The same maneuver 
will shield him from a blazing sun when resting or taking his lunch. If the 
wind is strong, and he is desirous of lighting a pipe, he has but to cock up 
the coracle and the trick is done.  Again, a very fair shelter for the night 
might be constructed with the same article leaning against a hedge or wall, 
and the resulting cavity filled in with heather and dead fern; I can easily 
conceive a worse quarter. For its size the coracle is so light that it can be 
lifted out of the water, and, if necessary, carried for a considerable distance 
without much fatigue; and when set down there is always a dry seat where 
the angler can sit with his feet outside, resting on the ground. If well built 
no damage will result from this treatment, but, occasionally, from one 
cause or another, the shell gets punctured and leaks appear. Then with; a 
pitch-pot and some pieces of canvas these holes can be quickly repaire; but 
when seriously spiked during a day's fishing and beyond the reach of the 
pitch-pot, the angler must make good with what material he has to hand. 

The process is as follows:— 
Haul out the coracle, turn 
bottom up and wait till it 
dries, which will not be long 
should there be sun or wind; 
then, with a knife, scrape off 
a knob of pitch above the 
water line; cut away a scrap 
of the lining of your coat, a 
corner of the handkerchief, 
or a piece of brown paper; al-
most anything will do. Hav-

ing lighted a match, melt the pitch and smear the patch, quickly clapping it 
over the hole ; a few more matches applied round about the spot will cause 
the whole to amalgamate, and the vessel is again ready for sea. Many are 
the times I have done this successfully, but when the leak is slight it is 
not worth bothering about, for the waders will keep the feet dry; only 
be careful that the lunch, fly-books, etc., are out of the water.  
    With regard to its dimensions, a coracle will hold more stuff and draw 
less water than any other craft. This is a great advantage, for some of the 
rapids in the kind of rivers I have described are so shallow that no other 
boat could possibly pass over them. One has often to shoot down in water 
only a few inches in depth.
    Occasionally a bump occurs, but as the stones are round and water-
washed, there is rarely any damage on this account, though anything in the 
nature of stakes, or abrupt pieces of wood sticking up from the bottom, or 
from the banks of the river, must be avoided. It is easy enough to paddle 
down stream, but to get up is another matter, and often slow work. The 
mode of procedure is thus:—Get well under the bank on the shallow side, 
taking care to cant the rods out from the side of the coracle away from 
the shore. As soon as the bottom can be reached with the paddle, use it 
as a punt-pole. To ensure the vessel progressing bows foremost and in a 
straight line requires some practice; a novice, of course, only succeeds in 
turning the thing round and round like a tee-to-tum (gambling spinning 
top- ED.), much to his annoyance and detriment to his rod ; but when the 
proper knack has been acquired the angler manages to slip along at a good 
rate, and even surmount considerable streams: if too rapid and shallow, he 
must then get out "and tow over the worst part; or, if that be impracticable, 
make a portage."
    It will have been noted that when engaged in coracle fishing the angler 
is constantly in the water, therefore "waders are indispensable, and my ex-
perience leads me to think that rubber" boots with tops up to the thigh are 
by far the most suitable. They are easy to put on and kick off, and are not 
uncomfortable to walk in; certainly they are less damaging to the bottom 
of the coracle than would be heavy hobnail brogues. Some people, how-
ever, object that they cannot stand up when wading over slippery stones; 
at first this, no doubt, is so, but with practice one contrives to balance 
oneself well enough.
     During a day's coracle angling the chances are that not more than a 
mile or two are covered, but if a longer expedition is under taken it is well 
to send the coracle up the river in a donkey-cart, and so fish home; or on 
the other hand, if working down stream, have the cart to "meet you" in 
the evening. 
   The word Coracle is, I believe, purely Welsh, and in that language is spelt 
" Corwgl," meaning any round body or vessel.

THE CORACLE & THE ANGLER. . .continued

Making and Sailing Coracles   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l8v-zWpjxw
Coracle Making in the USA    
https://www.coraclesociety.org.uk/news/23-10-2015/coracle-making-usa

Also. . .
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“They’re hatching!” •  “Cool.” •  “Awesome!” 
• “Yesterday they were just eggs!” • “We need to 
take care of the little fishies now.”
Words of excitement every teacher and con-
servationist wants to hear from students.
By John Doss and DJ Zor

    The TIC program has many interdisciplinary applica-
tions and connects all students (urban, suburban, rural) 
to their community by reinforcing the importance of 
water and wildlife conservation.
    Trout are an ideal subject to introduce these topics. 
The timeline of a trout’s development synchs well with 
the school year calendar. Eggs hatch and fish grow while 
school is in session, providing students the opportunity 
to experience life cycles as part of their education. As 
an indicator species, trout directly reflect the quality of 
water in which they live. It has been said that “If fish can’t 
live in the water, we can’t drink it”.
In the Classroom
     Arizona’s Trout-In-the-Classroom has ambitiously 
expanded in the 2015 - 2016 school year from 3 to 17 
classrooms involving over 1,800 students. On September 
12th, 12 new teachers and 20 volunteers attended a day-
long workshop for training including equipment set-up, 
water quality, aquarium maintenance, care and feeding 
of the fish. Participating schools are located in Bouse, 
Cave Creek, Cottonwood, Flagstaff, Glendale, Goodyear, 
Litchfield, Paradise Valley, Payson, Peoria, Phoenix, 
Pine, Prescott, Scottsdale, Tucson, and Wickenburg.
    In elementary school, the focus can be on caring, 
growth, understanding life cycles, and the seasons. A 
high school program might explore water chemistry, the 
nitrogen cycle, natural resource management, watershed 
geology and ecology. Young anglers better understand 
the value of their local fisheries when they have seen the 
trout life cycle up close and personal in this way.
     These Arizona schools are now part of a network 
of over 4,400 classrooms in 36 states involving over 
100,000 students.
      Teachers comment that “one of the most positive 
aspects of the TIC program is that it takes science out 
of the text book and makes it come alive for students”.
Partnerships
    Arizona’s statewide TIC program is made possible 
through a unique partnership between The Arizona 
Council of Trout Unlimited, individual TU Chapters 
and volunteers, Arizona Fish and Game Department 
and the Arizona Sportsmen For Wildlife Conservation. 
This partnership provides curriculum resources, work-
shops for teachers, volunteers and program partners, 
technical support, trout eggs and funding.
    Trout Unlimited is dedicated to providing staff and 
volunteer support for teachers, serving as a TIC go-to 
resource for teachers and is instrumental in securing 
funding to sponsor teachers in covering the cost of the 
equipment and program.

The Arizona Council and chapters of Trout Unlimited 
are bringing the excitement of the outdoors to class-
rooms throughout Arizona with an expanded Trout-In-
the-Classroom (TIC) Program. Trout-In-the-Classroom 
brings nature into the schools by offering students of 
all ages a chance to raise trout in a classroom setting. 
Caring for the fish fosters a conservation ethic in the 
students and a connection between caring for the fish 
and caring for the water. The program is a unique way 
to bring lessons about aquatic ecosystems, water quality, 
life cycles, food, fish biology and fishing recreation into 
the class- room.
     Arizona’s Trout-In-the-Classroom is an interdisci-
plinary program in which students in grades 3 - 12 
learn about coldwater conservation while raising trout 
from eggs to fingerlings in a classroom aquarium. The 
program has applications in environment, ecology, sci-
ence, mathematics, social studies, language, fine arts, 
and physical education. The program also offers class-
room and field trip curriculum to give the students both 
a hands-on and outdoors experience to enable them to 
understand the importance of our fisheries and water 
conservation.
     Throughout the school year Trout-In-the-Classroom 
allows students to:
• Raise trout from egg to fry. • Monitor tank water qual-
ity. • Learn to appreciate water resources and the impor-
tance of cold-water conservation. • Foster a conservation 
ethic. • Begin to understand and appreciate ecosystems. 
• Apply science, math standards and concepts to real-
world applications.  
    One of the many reasons for schools enrolling in the 
TIC program is the diversity of subject matter that teach-
ers can integrate into their lesson plans through raising 
trout.  During the year, each teacher can tailor the pro-
gram to fit his/her own curriculum needs.    TIC can 
easily help teachers cover S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) as well as art, reading, language arts, 
social studies, and even Arizona’s history. This unique 
learning experience allows students the opportunity to 
raise, care for and maintain the trout in their classroom 
starting in the fall through the end of the school year. At 
the conclusion of the school year, the trout will be picked 
up by the Arizona Game & Fish Department.

    The Arizona Game and Fish Department provides 
the trout eggs, supplemental materials/equipment, staff 
and volunteer support for teachers, and supporting cur-
riculum materials and/or activities to aid teachers in the 
success of the program.
    The Arizona State Council of Trout Unlimited re-
ceived a generous grant from the Arizona Sportsmen 
For Wildlife Conservation (AZSFWC) to help fund a 
large portion of the equipment costs for starting many 
of the new schools in the program.
     AZSFWC is an umbrella organization that serves 
wildlife conservation and sportsmen’s organizations 
throughout the state of Arizona. Their membership is 
diverse yet focused on all things important to wildlife, 
its habitat and to furthering the hunting and angling 
heritage for future generations. The funding provided 
comes largely from their conservation license plate 
fund and is provided to organizations for work in one 
of three categories: habitat, education or hunter/angler 
recruitment projects. By going to www.servicearizona.
com to renew a vehicle license, one can select to choose 
the option for a conservation plate which will cost an 
extra $25. Of that amount, $17 is returned to AZSFWC 
for funding eligible conservation projects such as the 
TIC program.
     Volunteers are a key factor in supporting the teachers 
and the various components of the TIC program. The 
program is always looking for volunteers to assist in 
the expansion into more schools throughout Arizona. 
Anyone who is interested in knowing more about the 
program or its volunteer opportunities is encourage to 
visit www.aztic.org for more information.
The Future
     The vision of Trout Unlimited is to ensure that robust 
populations of native and wild coldwater fish once again 
thrive within their North American range so that chil-
dren can enjoy healthy fisheries in their home waters. 
Trout-In-the- Classroom brings the importance of this 
vision directly to the members of this next generation 
allowing them to discover it for themselves.
     “They’re hatching!” “Cool.” “Awesome.” Arizona Trout 
Unlimited Council would like to hear these expressions 
of excitement in even more classrooms in the coming 
years and will be working hard to make that happen 
across Arizona.
    For more information on Trout-In-the-Classroom 
and Trout Unlimited in Arizona visit www.aztic.org and 
www.az-tu.org

Teaching Conservation • Trout-In-The-Classroom

Note: Article was suggested, with interest from 
our DFC Trout Bum buddy: Joe Miller. This ap-
peared in Arizona Wildlife Federation Winter 
2015 News. Thank you. R. McKeon/Editor
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See ya Wednesday...

January 13, 2016

ANNUAL DFC BANQUET
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Questions catch: Charlie Rosser at- chasr123@cox.net -or- 480-586-7163
....additional details during January club meeting

JANUARY OUTING
Rio Salado Casting Club Meetup

Saturday, January 9, 2016
 Host: Larry Allen, IFFF Master Casting Instructor
Additional info catch Larry at: Flatsman@cox.net

JANUARY OUTING
Annual DFC Casting Games
Saturday, January 16, 2016

Red Mountain Park 
Additional info catch Tom Horvath at:

mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

Mark your 

calendars fir our

Annual DFC Banquet

Wednesday, 

February 10, 2016 

See ya!
January Club Presentation: 
Grey Reef Anglers is a family owned and guide operated business located on one of North Americas best 
tail-waters.   •  Founded in 2009 Grey Reef Anglers has quickly become one of the North Platte Rivers most 
successful and well respected guide services.   •  We offer fully guided float trips on the Miracle Mile and 
Grey Reef section of the North Platte and full service lodging.  •  New for Spring in 2016 is a brand new log 
lodge offering easy river access and incredible views of the valley.  •  The new lodge will offer amazing meals 
and accommodations that are second to none in the valley!  •  For the Desert Fly Casters we are offering an 
exclusive grand opening discount 2 days fishing 3 nights lodging all-inclusive package for $1100/fisherman.
• Anglers can fly to DIA via Spirit for around $100 and we are located 4.5 hours North on I25.   Anglers can 
also fly direct to Casper WY and we will pick you up at the airport.  •  We are available anytime to help plan 
your trip to one of the best trout fishing destinations of all time, just give us a call and we will take great 
care of you!
For anyone who can’t make the Desert Fly Casters presentation on Wednesday January, 13th, Jason will 
also be presenting at Arizona Flycasters on Thursday, January 14th.


